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PLEASE VISIT US ON THE WEB AT WWW.DOBBSFERRYHISTORY.ORG                

Fostering an awareness and appreciation for the 
history of Dobbs Ferry and all the people, noted and 
humble, who transmitted the good things of the past 

to the present and the future.

Have you noticed the 
Little White Church 
Cemetery on Ashford 
Avenue lately?
There is a tremendous 
effort underway to 
cleanup and restore the 
our local cemetery which 
had long been neglected. 
Read more about the 
many interesting 
founding families of 
Dobbs Ferry who are 
interred there. 
Pages 1, 2 & 3

Sunday, June 2 
2:00pm at the  
DF Library
 Join us for 
“Photo Surprises 
from the Past“ 
Based on their 
new book  Then 

& Now Series: 
DOBBS FERRY  Judith Doolin 
Spikes &Anne Marie Leone will 
present an interactive slide 
program which reveals some little 
known and surprising facts about 
10522 ! Did Mussolini really 
stand in a storefront? Come find 
out! Admission is free.

Would you please be 
our “Friend”?  
Have you seen our 
Facebook page yet? 
Dobbs Ferry’s own 
Denise Wilson has done 
a fabulous job of posting 
interesting and 
entertaining tidbits 
about the history of 
Dobbs Ferry for all to 
enjoy. Check it out!

Do you know who 
James Bremner was 
and what important 
role he played in the  
history of our viilage? 
Although he kept a 
very important post for 
over three decades, he 
is still a bit of a 
mystery to us. Read all 
about this interesting 
Dobbs Ferry resident.
Pages  4 & 5 

Don’t miss our 
special event 
on May 18th!
We are pleased 
to present our 
5th annual 
Historic House 
Tour! This year 

we have some of the beautiful 
homes which were featured in  DF 
Then & Now book -and the only 
bona fide museum located in our 
village !  This tour always receives  
rave reviews - get your tickets 
today!    
Page 8 

The

Now adjacent to the Dobbs Ferry 
Lutheran Church, the Old White 
Church Cemetery was originally 
connected to the South Presbyterian 
Church; but its history dates back 
even further. As described by Sister 
Mary Agnes Parrell in Profiles of 
Dobbs Ferry, (1) the land of the 
cemetery was purchased by Martin 
Lefurgy from the Storm family and 
set aside as a free burial ground for 

the community. In 1823, Martin and 
Rebecca Lefurgy deeded the land, 
for a church and cemetery, to the 
trustees of the Presbyterian Church 
of Greenburgh for thirty five dollars 
(3). A second deed dated 1842 (1) 
transferred the property, from Isaac 
Lefurgy and his wife, to the 
Presbyterian Church of Greenburgh. 
It is not clear why this second 
transfer was needed. The Church 

 THE LITTLE WHITE CHURCH CEMETERY 

Walking west along the north side of Ashford Avenue in Dobbs 
Ferry, away from the pool and ball fields of Gould Park, one comes 

to what at first appears to be a poorly kept park. But on closer 
examination, the stones scattered about show the regular shapes of 
grave markers. Walk in and look more closely. Names from Dobbs 

Ferry’s history are seen on these remnants of the past: Lefurgy, 
Storms, Lawrence and, yes, even Dobbs.

BY DR. ALAN STEINFELD

   Volume XXV,  Issue No. 3! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Spring 2013

 “In memory of James Odell who died 
Dec 22,1861 aged 89 years and 9 days”

A VIRTUAL WALK THROUGH THE PAST

Ferryman  
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bought an adjoining half acre of land 
from Isaac Lefurgy. In 1848, John 
Storms and a sexton were appointed 
to attend to the churchyard and 
adjoining cemetery.
In May of 1962 the cemetery was 
deeded to the Village of Dobbs Ferry 
and in 1983 designated a county tri-
centennial site by Westchester county. 
The property was registered on the 
Westchester County Inventory of 
Historic Places in 1991.
Burials
Martin Lefurgy had allowed burials to 
begin on the land as early as 1810. 
Records show that James W. Eisman, 
son of Charles B. and Caroline Eisman, 
was buried on December 28, 1810. The 
South Presbyterian Church could not 
continue to keep up the cemetery 
property and the church itself was 
torn down in 1883. Despite this, 
burials continued in the cemetery until 
1894.
The cemetery’s history since that time 
is sadly in keeping with many of its 
period. Lack of regular attention 
allowed weeds and trees to become 
overgrown, disrupting many of the 

old stones. There were periodic attempts 
at preservation. In the late 1930s, as part 
of the New Deal’s Works Progress 
Administration, a survey of the burial 
places of veterans from the Revolution 
to World War I was undertaken in 
Westchester. The gravesites of veterans 
in the White Church cemetery were 
identified and a map created to mark 
where they lay. This map is mistakenly 
labeled “Methodist Church Cemetery – 
Dobbs Ferry, NY” in the Westchester 
County Archives. (4) The map indicates 
that locations of the graves are not 
precise.
In 1956, Rebecca Rankin, then the Dobbs 
Ferry Village Historian, assembled a list 
of burials in the cemetery. Her 
introductory note states that since no 
original records of the cemetery could be 
found, a list was prepared, with the 
assistance of a committee, based on data 
from grave markers, church and 
undertakers’ records. There is no 
indication that any restoration of the 
cemetery was undertaken as part of this 
effort. It wasn’t until 1990 that a 
concerted effort was made at 
preservation. A report by Caroline 
Kravath in the February 1990 issue of 
The Ferryman drew attention to the 
historical significance and state of 
disrepair of the cemetery and said that 
professional consultation and funding 
would be sought for restoration. A 
follow up article by Caroline tells of 

those preservation efforts. Graveyard 
preservation expert Lynn Strangstad was 
brought in to survey the cemetery, report 
on its condition and offer remedies. Many 
quality photographs were taken and 
remain in the files of the Historical 
Society. These photographs included 
broken stone fragments, which had been 
collected and stacked on wooden palettes. 
At the time of that census there were 214 
stones standing.
The Village is currently cleaning the 
cemetery and there are plans to erect a 
memorial to the Revolutionary War 
veterans interred there. Sadly, these 
efforts have resulted in additional 
damage to stones and the separation of 
some stones from the grave sites.
The Virtual Cemetery
A virtual cemetery (VC) makes use of the 
internet to record and preserve 
information from physical cemeteries. 

Inscription reads :
“Philip H Millman

 died Oct 6, 1880 
in the 67 year of his age”

This is the grave of Civil war 
veteran  Captain P.H. Millman  
who served  in the  War from 

4/25/1861-8/8/1861 as Assistant 
Paymaster, 5th Infantry, NY 

Volunteers. He took part in the 
Occupation of Arlington VA.  

Born 1833 in New York he was 
married to Marietta who is also 

buried nearby.

“In memory of 
Mary Ann Thorn

who died 
August 26 1877 

aged 1 year 4 months 
and 21 days.

Come let us adore him come bow 
at his feet, I give him the glory 
the praise that is meet, Let joy 
full hosannas measuring arise, 
And join the full chorus that 

gladdens the skies.” 
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Creating a VC has been made simple 
because of a wonderful website called 
Find A Grave. The brainchild of Jim 
Tipton, the site grew out of his hobby 
of visiting the graves of famous 
people. In 1995 he created Find A 
Grave as a means to both record his 
own visits to the resting places of the 
famous, and infamous, and to share 
his discoveries with other hobbyists. 
The site caught on, not only with these 
hobbyists, but with historians, 
genealogists and the simply curious.
The basic unit of the site is the 
memorial page. This is where an 
individual’s death is recorded. There 
are provisions for information about 
the date and place of birth and death, 
a place for a biography and options to 
include photographs of the 
gravestone, individual and other 
related material. Memorial pages may 
be linked to parents and spouses, 
creating extended family units, 

regardless of what physical cemetery 
the deceased may be in. There are also 
provisions for people who have been 
cremated, whose bodies were donated 
to science or lost in an accident. While 
anyone may visit the site and search 
for a record of the deceased, you must 
be registered with the site to add a 
memorial page. This is free, fast and 
easy and, in this writer’s experience, 
has resulted in no influx of “spam.
”The Little White Church Virtual 
Cemetery may be visited by going to, 
http://tinyurl.com/
LittleWhiteChurchVC.                      
Here you will find a place to search 
for the name of someone interred in 
the cemetery. The links on the right 
side of the page allow all of the 466 
interments to be browsed. These 
listings were added by using the 
various lists of interments that have 
been compiled over the decades. 
Bodies which were interred in the 
cemetery but later moved elsewhere 
are not included. Future plans With 
creation of the VC and entry of all the 
names which could be identified, the 
first phase of the project is complete. 
We are currently adding photos of the 
gravestones from the Historical 
Society’s archives to memorial pages. 
In many cases, these stones are either 
missing, broken or the inscriptions are 
no longer visible. Concurrently, we are 
trying to link family members to one 
another by using other resources to 
determine relationships. We are also 
considering a virtual Dobbs Ferry 
cemetery which will gather together, 
on one site, the burials of all people 
who have lived in the village for a 
major portion of their lives. For more 
information about this project, contact 
the Historical Society. 

1) Parrell, Sister Mary Agnes, Profiles of Dobbs 
Ferry (Dobbs Ferry: Oceana Publications, Inc., 
1976), pp. 63-68.

2) Land Records of White Plains, County Center 
Office Building, Liber 96, p. 158, 

3) Jennett, Jacque, History at South Church, South 
Presbyterian Church. Retrieved Dec 2012 
www.southpres.org

4) Little White Church Cemetery – Dobbs Ferry, 
New York. Works Progress Administration(WPA). 
Retrieved30Dec2012,from http://
collections.westchestergov.com:2009/cdm4/
item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/vetcar 
ds&CISOPTR=2549&CISOBOX=1&REC=15

The complete inscription reads: 
“In memory of

Lucinda M Odell 
wife of George Storms

Died June 12 1861
aged 19 years 10 months 4 days
 lovely flower which bloomed 

and cheered my heart”

Inscription reads: 
“Deborah

 wife of John Dobbs
 died  August 31 1865”

“In memory of  Maria Lawrence 
wife of Isaac Lawrence

who departed this life Feb 12, 1873
aged 85 years”

http://tinyurl.com/LittleWhiteChurchVC
http://tinyurl.com/LittleWhiteChurchVC
http://tinyurl.com/LittleWhiteChurchVC
http://tinyurl.com/LittleWhiteChurchVC
http://www.southpres.org
http://www.southpres.org
http://collections.westchestergov.com:2009/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/vetcar
http://collections.westchestergov.com:2009/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/vetcar
http://collections.westchestergov.com:2009/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/vetcar
http://collections.westchestergov.com:2009/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/vetcar
http://collections.westchestergov.com:2009/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/vetcar
http://collections.westchestergov.com:2009/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/vetcar
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“At Dobb’ Ferry, on Wednesday, 
October 16, James Bremner, for thirty 

years Superintendent of the Croton 
Aqueduct, in the 73rd year of his age.”

Thus begins the obituary1 of James Bremner,  first Keeper of 
the Dobbs Ferry section of the Old Croton Aqueduct.  For a 
man who held this important position for over 3 decades, 
there is little factual information to be found.

Bremner’s name first appears in connection with the 
Aqueduct, as a signature, “Jas. Bremner”,  on the cover of a 
copy of the Semi-Annual Report of the Water Commissioners for 
the Period ending December 31,  1847, Document No. 29, January 
3, 1848.   This report is in the collection of the Hudson River 
Museum of Westchester2.  He is listed in the 1849 list of 
Aqueduct employees 3 though it is believed that he was first 
appointed overseer of the Fourth division of the Aqueduct 
in 1845.  He is listed as “Superintendent” for an annual 
salary of $470.   The 1850 US Federal census lists a James 
Bremner, age 50 and a mason, living in Greenburgh, NY.  
(Dobbs Ferry did not yet exist as a separate entity.)  His 
place of birth was given as Scotland.  The 1860 census shows 
“Jas Bremner”, age 60, living in the Tarrytown postal district 
with a woman identified only as Harriet (this suggests that 
her last name was also Bremner) as well as two younger 
women, Harriet and Sarah Lint.  His occupation is given as 
“Waterworks”.  This census did not record family 
relationships.  The 1870 US Federal census now shows James 
Bremner living in Dobbs Ferry, still with Harriet and with 
one younger woman identified as Hattie.  (This presumably 
is the same woman as Harriet Lint listed on the 1860 

census.)  Also living in the household are William and Sarah 
Lodge, James Lynt and James Cannon.  Bremner’s 
occupation is listed as Croton Aqueduct, so we know we 
have the right man.

But, where did Bremner come from?  The Federal census 
tells us that he was from Scotland.  There is an arrival record 
for a James Bremner and Mrs. Bremner on the SS. Elisa & 
Abbye from 1 May 1837 listing Mr. Bremner as a mason.  His 
age is given as 38, giving a year of birth at around 1799.  This 
fits nicely with the age of “our” Mr. Bremner as recorded in 
the various U.S. censuses.  What about Mrs. Bremner?  Her 
names shows up in the records of the South Presbyterian 
Church in Dobbs Ferry.4   She, and her husband, joined the 
church in 1846.  Sadly, she died the following year.   This, too, 
correlates with our finding James Bremner living alone in 
the 1850 census.

So, who are the three ladies living with Mr. Bremner in the 
1860 census?  We know that the family name of the two 
young women in the household is Lint.  The extensive 
Westchester county genealogy put together by Grenville 
Mackenzie in 1866,  supplies a clue.  Listed there is the family 
of Peter C. Lynt (1811 – 1849) with his wife Harriet and 
daughters Harriet (Hattie) and Sarah Jane.  Harriet’s maiden 
name is given as Cannon.  And so the pieces start to come 
together.

James Bremner arrives in the US in 1837 with his wife.  She 
dies ten years later, apparently leaving no children.  Bremner 
meets and marries Harriet Cannon Lynt,  a mother of two, 
who became a widow in 1849.  Since Bremner is living alone 

JAMES BREMNER - KEEPER OF THE AQUEDUCT

A GRAPHIC REPRESENTATION OF THE BREMNER FAMILY
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A TREE IS PLANTED...
IN MEMORY OF LARRY KLEIN

After the Superstorm Sandy, the Historical Society lost a 
large Norway Maple tree that shaded the front lawn. 
After much discussion the Board decided on an 
American Elm to be the replacement tree.
At one time the elm tree was used extensively as a street 
and large lawn tree. After disease wiped out many elms, 
the tree was no longer planted.  Work was done on new 
cultivars resistant to Dutch Elm disease.  The Historical 
Society chose one of these cultivars, Princeton.  The tree 
was donated in memory of one of our trustee’s husband 
and the Garden Club of Dobbs Ferry donated monies 
toward the cost of planting.
When you drive by please stop & admire our new tree!

in 1850, we assume the marriage took place sometime 
between 1850 and 1860.  Supporting this construct is the fact 
that there is a 15 year old boy,  James Lynt,  and a 52 year old 
man, James Cannon, living with the Bremner family in 1870.  
We don’t know how these people are related to James and 
his wife Harriet, but it is likely that they are.

James and Harriet apparently had none of their own 
children.  James’ step-daughter Hattie married Jer(emi)ah 
Miller in October of 1870.5  They had a son,  William Lodge 
Miller, born in Dobbs Ferry about December of 1871.6   Mr. 
Miller disappears from the records after his baptism.  
Hattie’s sister Sarah Jane marries William J. Lodge on 16 Jun 
1869 in Dobbs Ferry.5  (It is this Sarah and William who are 

living with James Bremner in the 1870 census noted above).   
Sarah dies in 1875 and William remarries.  Mr. Lodge dies in 
New Jersey in 1889 and there is no evidence of any children.7   
Sarah and William, along with William’s second wife Julia 
Ann, are buried in Hillside Cemetery in Cortlandt, NY.8

“The funeral will take place from the Old Presbyterian 
church at Dobbs’ Ferry, on Saturday, October 19, at 
eleven A. M.”

James Bremner’s grave enjoys a place of prominence in the 
Presbyterian Cemetery on Ashford Avenue in Dobbs Ferry.

WRITTEN BY DR. ALAN STEINFELD

http://WWW.DOBBSFERRYHISTORY.ORG
http://WWW.DOBBSFERRYHISTORY.ORG
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 No, we are not talking about the 
Rivertowns Square Project but 
another project in that same area 
of Dobbs Ferry.
Back in 1891 a syndicate of rich 
men formed to create a suburban 
development called Chauncey.  
Joel Erhardt purchased the 
property of Henry Chauncey 
along with the Lawrence estate 
and the Danforth farmland (thus 
the names of the streets today).
Two maps were drawn up and 
you can see part of the one below. 
There was a train station where 
the old Putnam walkway is today 
called Chauncey Station.  Some 
of the streets on the map were 
lost to the Saw Mill River 
Parkway later. There was a main 
road, Central Avenue/Central 
Drive that led out to Dobbs Ferry 
train station.

The syndicate was Erhardt, 
Edwards and Lowerre and raised 
$211,000 to buy the 300 acres. 
Certificates in the company were 
issued. The first resident was the 
Brussels Tapestry Company, who 
made silk tapestries and 
decorative fabrics.  A few homes 
were built with gardens attached. 
Roads gas and water pipes were 
laid down. Unfortunately builders 
and craftsmen were not getting 
paid. The syndicate was brought 
to court for non-payment. The 
development was abandoned and 
the property lay untouched until 
the New York Juvenile Asylum 
purchased part of the property 
and built what is now Childrens’  
Village.  CV was occupied by 
1905. 
From a New York Times article 
dated July 16, 1882:

Published: July 16, 1882
Copyright © The New York Times

A NEW DEVELOPMENT IN TOWN ?
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THEY HAVE DONE IT AGAIN!
THE DOBBS FERRY FIBER ARTS GROUP HAS PRODUCED ANOTHER QUILTING MASTERPIECE!

THIS BEAUTIFUL QUILT WILL BE
RAFFLED OFF AT THE FERRY FESTA 

IN OCTOBER TO BENEFIT THE 

DF HISTORICAL SOCIETY

SEND IN OUR TICKETS TODAY!
$5 EACH CHANCE 

6 FOR $25

BUY A TICKET TODAY!

QUILT RAFFLE     $5 EACH OR 6 FOR $25       
NAME:_________________________      
PHONE :________________________ 
MAIL TO: DF HISTORICAL SOCIETY              
12 ELM ST  DOBBS FERRY NY 10522
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NAME:_________________________      
PHONE :________________________ 
MAIL TO: DF HISTORICAL SOCIETY               
12 ELM ST  DOBBS FERRY NY 10522
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NAME:_________________________      
PHONE :________________________ 
MAIL TO: DF HISTORICAL SOCIETY              
12 ELM ST  DOBBS FERRY NY 10522
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12 ELM ST  DOBBS FERRY NY 10522
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PHONE :________________________ 
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12 ELM ST  DOBBS FERRY NY 10522

It is known that Belden Avenue was named after Laura 
Belden, the wife of David Dudley Field.

David Dudley Field was the brother of Cyrus Field a 
prominent figure of the time. Famous for laying the first 
trans-Atlantic cable, Cyrus Field had a vast estate in the area 
named “Ardsley” located mostly in present day Irvington 
with a small part overlapping into Dobbs Ferry. Circa 1911 
and continuing into the 1920s – one hundred acres of Cyrus 
Field’s property was developed as “Ardsley Park”.

In 1865, David Dudley Field bought a section of the original 
Storm property, and upon his marriage to Laura Belden, 
named it “Belden Park.” Laura Belden was left this estate in 
late husband’s will when he died. 

Laura Belden Field died on November 1, 1894. Soon after, 
approximately 75 acres of the Belden Park property was 
bought by John L. Travis of the Travis & Arnoux Real Estate 
firm of New York City and was subdivided into multiple 
lots for sale to various purchasers. Nevertheless, the name 
of the street remained.

By Yelena Krasnozhen
Senior internship 2012 participant

Sources: 
http://www.fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html
Dobbs Ferry  Register 1954-1958-0124.pdf
New York Herald 1894-6963.pdf
The Greenberg Register 1894-0435.pdf

ON THE STREET WHERE 
YOU LIVE.....   

http://WWW.DOBBSFERRYHISTORY.ORG
http://WWW.DOBBSFERRYHISTORY.ORG
http://www.fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html
http://www.fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html
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Come join us for our annual Historic House 
Tour to be held on May 18th from  1 to 4 
pm.  This year we will be featuring two 
homes found in our new book, Dobbs Ferry, 
Then and Now. Also highlighted on the 
tour will be:

• The home that stood on the original 
“Southlawn” estate is still  standing on 
Magnolia. Wander the rooms of this beautiful 
late nineteenth century home.  

• Walk down towards Broadway and you will 
come to the home that was the original stables 
for the main house. This large home will be 
open for viewing as well.

• Also on the tour will be the home that was 
built on the property of the Ardsley Country 
Club, then known as the “Ardsley Casino”, 
playground of the millionaires in the 1890's.

• Did you know that Dobbs Ferry is home to a 
museum?  Come see the only museum in our 
fair village! (Hint : Ashford Avenue)

Tickets available online at our website 
www.dobbsferryhistory.org or on the day of 
the tour. Start at the Society's home at 12 
Elm Street, pick up your tickets $30 each 
and guide map, then go have fun!  For more 
info call 914-674-1007.

 
THE DOBBS FERRY 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
 PRESENTS OUR

5TH ANNUAL 
 HISTORIC 

House 
Tour

TOUR OF FIVE 
HISTORIC VILLAGE HOMES

SATURDAY, MAY 18, 2013 
 1- 4 PM

FOR INFORMATION & TICKETS $30
WWW.DOBBSFERRYHISTORY.ORG

HAVE YOU PURCHASED
 YOUR TICKETS YET?

GRAB A FRIEND & 
WE’LL SEE YOU THERE!

mailto:DFHISTORY@VERIZON.NET
mailto:DFHISTORY@VERIZON.NET
http://WWW.DOBBSFERRYHISTORY.ORG
http://WWW.DOBBSFERRYHISTORY.ORG
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