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PLEASE VISIT US ON THE WEB AT WWW.DOBBSFERRYHISTORY.ORG                

Fostering an awareness and appreciation for the 
history of Dobbs Ferry and all the people, noted and 
humble, who transmitted the good things of the past 

to the present and the future.

DId you ever wonder 
about those beautiful 
stained glass windows in 
our Lady of Pompeii 
Church? 
Our Historical Society 
“Super Sleuths” Madeline  
Byrne and Alan Steinfeld 
have been up to it again 
trying to solve another one 
of our village history’s  
mysteries. - 2nd and 3rd 
installments in the series
Pages 4, 5 & 6 

Would you please do us a 
favor this holiday season?
When you shop online at 
AmazonSmile.com the 
Amazon Corporation will 
donate .05% of your 
purchase to a charitable 
organization of your choice. 
Please choose the DF 
Historical Society when 
prompted at the checkout. No 
costs or fees are passed onto 
you. It’s a holiday win for 
everyone. Thank You!

Save the date:
January 8, 2017 -             
Annual Clara Mead 
Eggnog party    Meet us 
at 2pm at The Mead 
House for our annual 
New Year’s Soiree! 
Plenty of nibbles and 
Clara Mead’s famous 
eggnog will be on hand 
to help welcome in the 
new year!

Do you know the name 
William Wallace Allen?    
Whether you realize it or 
not, if you have ever done a 
load of laundry in a 
“washing machine” you 
owe him a debt of gratitude! 
Learn all about this 
innovative Dobbs Ferry 
man and his idea that made 
life easier for us all! 
Pages 1, 2 & 3

The

   Volume XXVII,  Issue No. 3! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !     Fall 2016

Ferryman  

“THE NEW IDEA WASHER MACHINE”

! Just after we published an article on one Dobbs Ferry inventor, visitors Richard and Beth Goutal of Manchester, 
Massachusetts appeared on our doorstep with 
information about another Dobbs Ferry inventor.  We are 
indebted to the Goutals for the photos and much of the 
information in this article.

! William Wallace Allen was born in 1860 and came 
to Dobbs Ferry sometime in the 1890s.  He bought a 
house at 36 Maple Street for his family, four daughters:  
May (b. 1888), Ida (b. 1889), Emily (b. 1893), Ruth (b. 
1895) and one son: William Wallace Jr. (b. 1897).  The 
family enthusiastically made Dobbs Ferry their home.  
The children attended the public school and were active 
members of the Summerfield Methodist Church.  May 
Allen was an accomplished pianist and became the 
organist for the church and William Wallace Allen, Jr. 
sang in the choir and directed dramatic performances at 
the church.

! William Wallace Allen seems to have spent most of 
his early days here perfecting and promoting his great invention, the “New Idea Washer.” An early village directory indicates 

Have you seen what’s 
going on at The Little 
White Church Cemetery?    
Restoration efforts are well 
underway at the Little 
White Church Cemetery on 
Ashford Avenue.  A team of 
people has been assembled 
to help bring this Dobbs 
Ferry treasure back to its 
proper splendor. Read all 
about it. Page 7

William Wallace Allen and his children pose in front of his shop 
in this undated photo

BY MARY S. DONOVAN

http://WWW.DOBBSFERRYHISTORY.ORG
http://WWW.DOBBSFERRYHISTORY.ORG


T H E  F E R R Y M A N   

	 	
2                                                                                                                                                                       THE MEAD HOUSE 12 ELM STREET DOBBS FERRY, NEW YORK 10522

that his business was also located at his home address so he probably assembled 
his machines there.    In 1906, he applied for a patent for this invention; the patent 
was granted in 1907.  He formed the New Idea Washer Company, printed 
brochures explaining the device, advertised in local newspapers and traveled door-
to-door and to county fairs to promote his washer machine.  His promotional 
pamphlets assert that he made all parts of the machine himself.

! Local housewives could appreciate his invention.  Having the wash tub 
elevated on a sturdy platform eliminated the back-breaking labor of bending over 
a hot tub.  And the fact that the tub was built on agitators that moved the water 
through the clothes meant that women didn’t even need to plunge their arms into 
the washwater.  “You do not have to stand over a tub of soiled, steamy clothes and 
inhale the odor from the wash.  You just put the clothes in the washer with the 
proper soap and water and the machine will do the rest,” he wrote.  And the entire 
invention could be taken apart so that it was very easy to carry.  On sunny days the 
housewife could stand the machine outside next to the clothesline so she could 
easily hang the garments she removed from the tub.

! Though his early patent did not include a wringer, later advertisements 
indicate that he also offered a wringer that attached to the stand, which had been 
modified with a folding second stand to hold the clothes as they came through the 
wringer.  A later brochure announced that he had made an electric washer that 
“can be operated with any engine or power you may have.”

! To date, we have not been able to find much more information about 
William Allen or his invention.  The early part of the twentieth century was a 
heyday for washing machine inventors.  Lee Maxwell’s Washing Machine Museum 



T H E  F E R R Y M A N

ON THE WEB AT WWW.DOBBSFERRYHISTORY.ORG	 3

in Colorado has over 1400 different machines, many of 
them built in this period.  Not until the Bendix Corporation 
produced an automatic washing machine in 1937 did one 
company set a standard model that was widely sold across 
the country.  

The Allen family remained on Maple Street for many years.  
William’s wife, Mary, died in 1932 and he died in 1941.  
May seems to have lived in the home, caring for her father 
and supporting herself as a piano teacher.  She died in 
1952.  Ruth married Bunnell T. Falconer from Dobbs Ferry.  
Moving to 542 North Broadway, they produced one son, 
Stanley, who was a Boy Scout here in Troop 24.  Later they 
moved to Beverly, Massachusetts.  Emily married Henry 
Burnhans and they moved to Bronxville.  William Wallace 
Allen, Jr. became a carpenter and builder and constructed 
several homes in Dobbs Ferry.  He never married but was 
active in civic affairs and a dedicated member of 
Summerfield Methodist Church.  He was killed tragically 
by a hit-and-run truck driver in New York City in 1946.

The industrious William Wallace Allen promoted his innovative  
“New Idea Washer Machine” with printed pamphlets (see left), 
door to door via motor car (left on the  bottom), and at county 
fairs (above).  Can any of us rightly complain about “having to do 
the laundry” when we see these photos?

http://WWW.DOBBSFERRYHISTORY.ORG
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Thanks to careful reading by one of 
our villagers, we discovered that the 
article on the Scaperrotta windows 
in the last issue of The Ferryman 
had been printed in its unedited 
form.  Here is how the article should 
read: 
! When the name 
Scaperrotta comes up in 
connection with Dobbs Ferry, 
most people think of Scappy’s 
Harmony Inn.  

! Scappy’s was founded by 
Crescenzo (Chris) Scaperrotta.  
He married Marianna (Nannina) 
Covotta in Italy in 1921 and the 
couple emigrated to Dobbs Ferry 
from Italy that same year.  After 
first operating a garage and 
building a house on Main Street, 

! Chris bought the Pfeil 
Hotel on Ashford Avenue and, in 
1939, rebuilt it as Scappy’s 
Harmony Inn. According to an 
article in the New York Times of 
January 2, 2000, Scappy’s had 
“…been the site of generations 
of children’s parties…” a fact 
helped no doubt by the presence 
of two bowling alleys. 

THE SCAPERROTTA WINDOWS
BY ALAN STEINFELD AND MADELINE BYRNE

! Because of his association with Scappy’s, Chris was perhaps the best known of the children of Domenico 
and Agata Scaperrotta but it is another son, Raymond James Scaperrotta, whose place in history is 
memorialized by his name in a stained glass window in Our Lady of Pompeii Church.Raymond was born in 
Dobbs Ferry on August 28, 1919, the fifth child of Domenico and Agata, but the first son born in the United 
States. In Dobbs Ferry High School he played football and basketball. With war imminent, he enlisted in the 
Naval Militia of the New York National Guard in June of 1940. Scaperrotta became a petty officer with a rating 
as a carpenter’s mate. By July of 1941 he was at the Naval Air Station in Jacksonville, Florida and in November 
of that year was assigned to the newly commissioned USS President Adams, a President Jackson-class attack 
transport.  The President Adams saw action in the Pacific Theater of Operation beginning in July of 1942. The 
men of the President Adams transported troops and supplies throughout the Pacific Theater. 

window photos courtesy of Madeline Byrne
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! On November 1, 1943, Raymond Scaperrotta 
volunteered as one of the crew to man barges 
carrying invasion troops ashore to capture a Japanese 
base in the Solomon Islands. He was killed during 
this operation and awarded the Purple Heart.  Petty 
officer Scaperrotta was the first soldier from Dobbs 
Ferry to be killed in World War II.  A requiem mass 
was held for him aboard the transport on November 
4th, and on Sunday, November 16th, a military high 
mass was held in his memory at Our Lady of 
Pompeii Church. At some time after this, a stained 
glass window was installed in the church in his 
memory. A second window was placed in honor of 
his parents, Domenico and Agata Scapertotta.

{Note:  This is the second installment in a series of 
articles exploring the origins of the stained glass 
windows in historic Our Lady of Pompeii church in 
Dobbs Ferry. The third installment follows on page 6.}

photo courtesy of MaryJane Marziale

from the Historical Society archives

http://WWW.DOBBSFERRYHISTORY.ORG
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THE VANO-GRANDE WINDOW
BY ALAN STEINFELD AND MADELINE BYRNE

! In 1923, Filomena married Anthony Vano, who had 
been born in Italy and immigrated to the US in 1920, listing his uncle, 
Antonio Pezzueli, of Irvington as the family member who would 
sponsor him.  On April 12, 1923, their daughter, Filomena was born in 
Dobbs Ferry. (The 1925 New York state census lists her as Florence, 
reflecting the common practice of immigrants to “Americanize” the 
names of their children.)  Happiness did not last long for the new 
family.  In May, 1924, Mrs. Vano-Grande became ill.  She died in 
Dobbs Ferry Hospital on May 11th.  Her obituary (which gave her 
name as Florence Grande Vano) lists pneumonia as the cause of death 
and goes on to say, “The death of Mrs. Vano was a shock to her 
parents, brothers, sisters and friends.  She had been married only a 
year and was a devoted daughter and wife.”

! The funeral mass was held at the Missionary Sisters 
of the Sacred Heart convent with internment at Mt. Hope Cemetery.  
One-year-old Filomena had lost her mother, but the family was not 
yet done with tragedy.  In March of 1927, Filomena became ill and 
was admitted to Tarrytown Hospital.  She was found to have a 
ruptured appendix and died of peritonitis on the 22nd, just a few 
weeks before her fourth birthday.  The child was laid to rest with her 
mother in the Grande family plot.  A composite photograph was 
inserted in the family gravestone (see photo above) showing mother, 
in her bridal attire, and child.  
! The story continues in a happier vein.  Anthony Vano 
married Marie Vitagliano in 1927 and they had five children.  Several 
of those children, and a number of grandchildren, still reside in 
Dobbs Ferry.

Philomena and Child 
 

By Alan Steinfeld and Madeline Byrne 
 

Our Lady of Pompeii is a quiet place.  For almost 100 years it has served its congregants, bearing witness to 
the joys and tragedies of generations of families.  It is sometimes said of buildings that if their walls could talk 
what tales they would tell.  Well, at Our Lady of Pompeii, the walls sometimes do talk.  Not in words, but 
rather in pictures.  More specifically, in the form of the stained glass windows which adorn the church. 
Our Lady of Pompeii was built by the Italian community of Dobbs Ferry in the early 1920s.  There are no 
church records remaining of whom the people memorialized in the windows are or why their passing was cho-
sen to be remembered in this fashion.  The Dobbs Ferry Historical Society has been researching the windows 
to uncover their history. 
The Grande family of Dobbs Ferry was founded by Donato Grande who came to the United States in 1898 
from his home in Zungoli, Italy.  He returned to Italy in 1904 to marry Giovanna Tisi.  Upon their return to the 

United States, they started a family, with their first child, 
Philomena, born in 1906.  Six more children would follow 
over the next dozen years and the family became intimately 
involved in the affairs of Dobbs Ferry. 
In 1923, Philomena married Anthony Vano.  Anthony was 
born in Italy and had come to the US in 1920, listing his un-
cle Antonio Pezzueli of Irvington, as the family member he 
was going to.  On April 12, 1923 their daughter, Filomena 
was born in Dobbs Ferry.  The 1925 NY state census lists 
her as Florence, reflecting the common practice of immi-
grants to “Americanize” the names of their children. 
Happiness would not last long for the new family.  In May of 
1924, Mrs. Vano-Grande became ill and she died in Dobbs 
Ferry Hospital on May 11th.  Her obituary (which gives her 
name as Florence Grande Vano) lists pneumonia as the cause 
of death.  The obituary says, in part,  

“The death of Mrs Vano was a shock to her parents, brothers, sis-
ters and friends. She had been married only a year and was a de-
voted daughter and wife.” 

The funeral mass was held at the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart 
convent with interment at Mt. Hope Cemetery. 
One year old Filomena had lost her mother, but the family was not done 
with tragedy.   In March of 1927 Filomena became ill and was admitted to 
Tarrytown Hospital.  She was found to have a ruptured appendix and died 
of peritonitis on the 22nd, just a few weeks before her fourth birthday.  
The child was laid to rest with her mother in the Grande family plot.  A 
composite photograph was inserted in the family gravestone (see photo 
above) showing mother, in her bridal attire, and child.   
The story continues in a happier vein.  Anthony Vano married Marie Vi-
tagliano in 1927 and they had five children.  Several of those children, 
and a number of grandchildren, still reside in Dobbs Ferry. 

A gravestone composite photo of mother Filomena and her young 
daughter Filomena (left).

window photo courtesy of Madeline Byrne

! Our Lady of Pompeii was built by the Italian 
community of Dobbs Ferry in the early 1920s.  No church 
records remain identifying the people memorialized in the 
windows or specifying why their passing was chosen to be 
remembered in this fashion.  
! The Grande family of Dobbs Ferry was founded 
by Donato Grande who came to the United States in 1898 
from his home in Zungoli, Italy.  In 1904, he returned to 
Italy to marry Giovanna Tisi.  Upon their return to the 
United States, they started a family with their first child, 
Filomena, born in 1906.  Six more children followed over 
the next dozen years, and the family became intimately 
involved in the affairs of Dobbs Ferry.  
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THE LITTLE WHITE CHURCH CEMETERY
RESTORATION UPDATE : OCT/NOV 2016 

In October the village Board of Trustees accepted a proposal from Jonathan Appell, a gravestone conservator based in West 
Hartford, CT, to do restoration work on  twenty gravestones and to address other aspects of the appearance of the cemetery. 
He is seen in the photo below to the right  working on the gravestone of Jacob R. Conklin. The gravestone reads: Jacob R. 
Conklin, Son of Daniel and Ann B. Conklin, Who died April 12th 1835, Aged 4 years, 6 months  & 20 days. In the 
background, you can see the first stage of the work on the base of the toppled gravestone of Abigail Vail.

Above, the beautifully 
sculpted restored 
gravestone of Abigail / 
Wife of Elijah S.B. Vail/
Born July 27,1817/Died 
Sept. 12, 1853. The 
treatment of all the restored 
gravestones includes the 
application of cleaning 
solution which will take 
effect over many months.

(Above) Armenia A. Lynt/
Wife of Thomas J. 
Storms/Departed this 
life/ April 27, 1862, Aged 
27 Yrs, 7 Mo., 5 D’s.
Why should our tears in 
sorrow flow/When God 
recalls his own;/And bids 
her leave a world of woe/
For an immortal crown./
Her toils are past, her 
work is done/And she is 
fully blest./She fought the 
fight, the victory won/
And enters into rest.

The Little White Church Cemetery is open to the public. Please visit, but be careful of uneven ground and 
keep children closely under adult supervision.

(Left) Our Charley/ 
[Charles] E. Schmit,/Died/
Oc’r 22th.1866./Aged/ 2 
Y’ea’s 9 Mo’t.
The large number of graves 
of children in the cemetery 
is very striking.

After many decades, the gravestone for the Civil War Veteran 
Charles O’Brien, has been reinstalled in the cemetery at the 
approximate location of his grave, utilizing a photo taken prior 
to 1959 from the historical society archives. Below is a photo of 
the newly installed gravestone as well as a photo from 1990 
showing the gravestone leaning against a tree.

http://WWW.DOBBSFERRYHISTORY.ORG
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THE DOBBS FERRY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

PRESENTS OUR
ANNUAL NEW YEAR’S CLARA MEAD

 Egg Nog
Party

COME VISIT WITH FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS 
WELCOME IN THE NEW YEAR

THE MEAD HOUSE
SUNDAY, JANUARY 8, 2017

2 PM
A FREE EVENT OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY
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SAVE THE DATE: 
SUNDAY AUGUST 7, 2016

ROAD TO FREEDOM WALK !

The Road to Freedom 2016

HISTORICAL HAPPENINGS : 
We thank our community for their generous support of the annual Road 
to Freedom event and invite you all to join us for the start of another fun 
filled year ! Come find out all the excitement we have in store for 2017 !
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